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it is holy; or is it holy because God commands it?" In any 
case Dr. McDonald does not seem afraid of the strange posi- 
tion that while it is possible for an atheist to say, "This is good 
to do," he cannot go on to say, "This is what I ought to do." 
Elsewhere he insists on free-will as justifying the "ought"; 
"ought" implying that the act is good and that the man is free 
to do it. Common-sense would consider this justification 
enough. 

The content of morality is discovered, though in no way de- 
termined, by Intuition. It is through Intuition that we learn, 
for instance, that we ought to obey God because he is our creator, 
that we ought on no account to lie, that punishment should be 
given for certain sins, as a restoration of "order," whether it has 
any further use or not. The mere statement of such dicta is 
sufficient to bring out the startling discrepancy between the in- 
tuitions that different men hold, or believe themselves to hold. 
Whatever the truth about the intuitive method, this discrepancy 
must give us pause, if it does not make us uncomfortable. 

The book contains slight, but so far as they go, shrewd 
criticisms of Mill and Kant. The second half consists of lengthy 
and not very fruitful discussions on the relations of will, motive, 
intention, and act, and the right line of conduct in cases of 
ignorance or doubt. Here the technical jargon of "Probabilisna, 
Eouiprobabilism, and Probabiliorism" make us almost long once 
more for the Utilitarian's "felicific" and "self-regarding" virtues. 

F. Melian Stawell. 
London. 

Methods of Social Advance : Shokt Studdss in Social Prac- 
tice. By Various Authors. Edited by C. S. Loch, B. A. 
London and New York : Macmillan & Co., 1904, pp. 192. 

Professor Loch has collected together a series of short papers 
which served as subjects for discussion at special meetings of the 
Council of the Charity Organization Society. The papers are of 
unequal and not very high merit. They are not careful scientific 
or statistical studies of social conditions or of the effiects of dif- 
ferent attempts to remedy social evils, but are chiefly made up of 
suggestions for improving social conditions which are put for- 
ward rather vaguely. Thus Mr. H. Rider Haggard is most 
anxious to keep people on the land or to bring town people to the 
land. Amongst other suggestions he proposes to board out young 
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people in. selected cottages in selected villages (in order to give 
them an agricultural training). He then adds, "This is merely 
an idea that has struck me. It may have been put into practice 
for aught I know, but while I was thinking over these things last 
night, it occurred to me for the first time. Say you take one 
thousand lads (and they must be young) and put them with 
respectable people — board them out and pay for their living at 
first until they learn something — you might then at any rate get 
a proportion of good results." It is not difficult to collect plenty 
of "ideas" such as this, but it is difficult to work out carefully 
designed schemes and to test their results. Mr. Haggard's paper 
is, perhaps, the worst in the book. Colonel Dale's paper on 
"Physical Education" advocates the teaching of military drill as 
part of a secondary system of continuation education. But he 
does not work out in detail the moral and physical effects of drill. 
Thousands of men in the country have been drilled while at 
school. How much benefit did they obtain from it? Colonel 
Dale asserts that it attracts young people. It does, no doubt, 
attract some, but it repels others, and in some schools "extra drill" 
is a well recognised punishment. But this again is not one of the 
best papers. Of the better papers that on the "Work of a Hos- 
pital Almoner" and that on "Apprenticeship" may be selected as 
examples; but even these are not of a very high level. Thus in 
the former paper we get the statement "out of twenty out-patient 
books taken at random from the shelf . . . etc. ;" here clearly there 
was a mass of statistics, which might have been instructive, but 
which were not utilised. How much better it would have been 
to have used all the material instead of a random group. The 
paper on "Apprenticeship" is fairly argued, but the authors do not 
seem to realise how many Trade Unions have rules restricting the 
number of apprentices, and how often the apprentice is taken 
as a source of profit by unscrupulous employers. 

This book is a specimen of that class of modern books com- 
posed of a series of short papers by different persons without 
much continuous argument or development. Such a collection 
must lack unity,, and must be unequal. This book is not better 
nor worse than many others of its class, but the class is a bad 
one. Often and often, we hear the tit-bits style of newspaper 
condemned ; the patch-work book is little better. 

C. P. Sanger. 

London. 



